MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD
MAYOR & COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD ON
DECEMBER 17,2019
AT ONE EVERETT PLACE

REGULAR MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY MAYOR CASSELLA AT
7:32PM. FLAG SALUTE WAS HELD AND MAYOR CASSELLA ASKED
EVERYONE TO REMAIN STANDING FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR
CARMINE MEO. THE FOLLOWING OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT
WAS READ:

This meeting is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of East Rutherford
and is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law. This meeting was
transmitted to the two newspapers listed below on January 2, 2019, posted on the bulletin board at
the Municipal Building and has remained continuously posted as the required notices under the
Statute. In addition, a copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

The Herald News The Record

ROLL CALL: ;
Councilmember Present Absent

Stallone
Ravettine
Sorbera
Cronk
Alvarez
Lorusso X

Also present was Borough Clerk Danielle Lorenc and Attorney Gerald Salerno
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Mayor Cassella submitted the open and executive session minutes from November 12, 2019 for
approval:

Moved: Councilman Ravettine

Second: Councilman Stallone

Roll Call: Ayes — Ravettine, Stallone, Alvarez, Cronk
Abstain — Sorbera
Absent — Lorusso

Mayor Cassella suspended regular order of business for the presentation of a certificate of
commendation to Jayla Ortiz who used her knowledge of a fire extinguisher to help control a fire
in her home.

The following resolutions were submitted for approval:

RESOLUTION #138 - 2019
Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
Fiscal Grant Cycle July 2020-June 2025
FORM 1B

WHEREAS, THE Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse established the Municipal
Alliances for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in 1989 to educate and engage residents,
local government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the faith community,
parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent alcoholism and drug abuse in communities throughout
New Jersey.

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of East Rutherford, County of Bergen, State of New
Jersey recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our society amongst persons
of all ages; and therefore has an established Municipal Alliance Committee; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials
but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse through the County of Bergen;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of East Rutherford, County of Bergen, State
of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following:

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of the strategic plan for the East
Rutherford Municipal Alliance grant for the fiscal year of 2021 in the amount of:

DEDR $5,582.00
Cash Match $ 1,395.50
In-Kind $4,186.50

The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the Municipal Alliance
grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements
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Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Sorbera
Roll Call: All present voted aye

RESOLUTION #140 — 2019
REFUNDING AMOUNT OF REDUCTION DUE TO STATE COURT TAX APPEAL DECISION

WHEREAS, the following property owner has appealed to the Tax Court of New Jersey for a
reduction in the Tax Assessment levied upon their property; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Court of New Jersey, by their judgment, has reduced the said assessments
levied upon the said property; and

WHEREAS, said judgment of reduction in the Tax Assessment has caused an overpayment of
taxes collected by the Borough of East Rutherford, relating to said properties; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that said payment of taxes be and the same is hereby
affirmed to the property owner in the following amount for the years noted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:3-21 &
54:3-27.2.

NAME BLOCK-LOT PROP LOC. AMOUNT YEAR
Michael A. 66/32 134 Park Ave $590.10 2015
Vespasiano

GRAND TOTAL $590.10

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Sorbera
Roll Call: All present voted aye
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RESOLUTION #141 —2019
AUTHORIZING REFUND OF LIEN PREMIUMS

WHEREAS, the investor named below has previously purchased a Tax Sale Certificate
from the Borough of East Rutherford; and

WHEREAS, the investor paid a premium to the Collector of Taxes for said Tax Sale
Certificate at the time of the sale; and

WHEREAS, the certificate has now been redeemed and the investor is entitled to a
refund of said premium pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:5-33.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that said premium be paid to the investors
in the following amounts, and the Department of Revenue and Finance is hereby, authorized to issue said
refund.

Name Block/Lot Property Location Amount
MGRP Capital 46/15 94 Humboldt St. $16, 500.00
LLC

Grand Total $16,500.00

Moved: Councilman Sorbera
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye

RESOLUTION #142 —2019
AUTHORIZING REFUND OF TAX LIEN REDEMPTIONS

WHEREAS, the investor named below has previously purchased a Tax Sale Certificate from the
Borough of East Rutherford; and

WHEREAS, the Collector of Taxes for the said Tax Sale Certificates has received the full amount
for redemption pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:5-60;

WHEREAS, the certificate has now been redeemed and the investor is entitled to a refund of said
redemption amounts pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:5-58.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that said redemption amounts be paid to the investors
in the following amounts, and the Collector of Taxes is hereby authorized to issue said refunds

Name Block/lot Property Location Amount
MGRP Capital 46/15 94 Humboldt St $14,834.26
LLC

Grand Total $14,834.26

Moved: Councilman Sorbera
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye
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BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD
RESOLUTION #144 - 2019

RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE CLOSING AND
TERMINATION DATES IN A PROPERTY CONTRACT OF
SALE/EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF EAST
RUTHERFORD AND THE EAST RUTHERFORD BOARD OF
EDUCATION, AND CONFIRMING THAT THE CONTRACT HAS
NOT BEEN TERMINATED
WHEREAS, the Borough of East Rutherford (“Borough™) and the East Rutherford Board of
Education (“Board™) are parties to a Contract of Sale/Exchange, dated September 1, 2017 (“Contract of
Sale™), whereby the parties agreed to exchange the following properties:
e The Borough’s property located on the corner of Uhland and Grove Streets, designated as
Block 63, Lots 21, 22 & 23 on the tax map for the Borough of East Rutherford, Bergen
County, New Jersey; and
e The Board’s property commonly known as the former Franklin School site, designated as
Block 50, Lot 15 on the tax map for the Borough of East Rutherford, Bergen County, New
Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Contract of Sale provided for various contingencies having to be satisfied before
the closing could occur, and provided for an anticipated closing date of February 1, 2018; and
WHEREAS, the Contract of Sale also provided that if the contingencies had not been satisfied by
December 31, 2018, either the Board or the Borough could terminate the Contract of Sale; and
WHEREAS, the contingencies in Contract of Sale, including primarily the passage of a bond
referendum for various school improvements and new construction, have not yet been satisfied; and
WHEREAS, both the Board and Borough wish to extend dates set forth in the Contract of Sale
and confirm that neither party has terminated the Contract of Sale.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of East Rutherford,

Bergen County, New Jersey, as follows:

l. The aforesaid recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set forth at length.
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2. The Contract of Sale has not been terminated by the Borough.

3. An amendment to the Contract of Sale providing for (1) an anticipated closing date
on or before December 31, 2020, and (2) the extension of the date after which a
party may terminate through June 30, 2021, is hereby authorized and approved.

4. The Mayor, Borough Clerk, Borough Counsel, and any other necessary official,
officer or employee of the Borough be and they are hereby authorized to execute
any and all documents and to take any and all actions necessary to effectuate the
purposes of this Resolution, including the preparation of an amendment to the
Contract of Sale consistent with this Resolution.

Moved: Councilman Sorbera
Second: Councilman Alvarez
Roll Call: All present voted aye

RESOLUTION #145 —-2019
FOR RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP
IN THE
SOUTH BERGEN MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND

WHEREAS, the Borough of East Rutherford is a member of the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund;
and

WHEREAS, said renewed membership terminates as of December 31, 2019 unless earlier renewed by
agreement between the Municipality and the Fund; and

WHEREAS, the Municipality desires to renew said membership;

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved as follows:

1. The Borough of East Rutherford agrees to renew its membership in the South Bergen Municipal Joint
Insurance Fund and to be subject to the Bylaws, Rules and Regulations, coverages, and operating
procedures thereof as presently existing or as modified from time to time by lawful act of the Fund.

2. The Mayor and Clerk shall be and hereby are authorized to execute the agreement fo renew

membership annexed hereto and made a part hereof and to deliver same to the South Bergen Municipal
Joint Insurance Fund evidencing the Municipality's intention to renew its membership.

Moved: Councilman Sorbera

Second: Councilman Alvarez
Roll Call: All present voted aye
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Mayor Cassella submitted Ordinance 2019-18 for a 2" reading and adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-18
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD AUTHORIZING THE
ACQUISITION OF THE REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 8, LOT 3 ON THE
OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD BY PURCHASE OR,
IF NECESSARY, EMINENT DOMAIN.

Mayor Cassella stated for the record that he is not opposed to the condemnation however is
opposed to the area becoming ball fields.

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to open the citizen’s hearing on Ordinance 2019-18:

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Sorbera
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Cassella asked if any citizen wished to be heard — no response
Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to close the citizen’s hearing on Ordinance 2019-18:

Moved: Councilman Sorbera
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion on the adoption of Ordinance 2019-18:

Moved: Councilman Sorbera
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Cassella submitted Ordinance 2019-19 for a 2" reading and adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-19
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD AUTHORIZING
THE ACQUISITION OF THE REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK &, LOT 4 ON
THE OFFICIAL TAX MAP OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD BY
PURCHASE OR, IF NECESSARY, EMINENT DOMAIN.

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to open the citizen’s hearing on Ordinance 2019-19:
Moved: Councilman Sorbera

Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye
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Mayor Cassella asked if any citizen wished to be heard — no response
Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to close the citizen’s hearing on Ordinance 2019-19:

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Sorbera
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion on the adoption of Ordinance 2019-19:

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Alvarez
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Cassella submitted Ordinance 2019-20 for a 2" reading and adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-20
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD
SPECIFICALLY ARTICLE IX §389-54 C OF THE LAND USE AND ZONING ORDINANCE
OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD, ENTITLED “AFFORDABLE HOUSING
OVERLAY ZONE”

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to open the citizen’s hearing on Ordinance 2019-20:
Moved: Councilman Sorbera

Second: Councilman Stallone

Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Cassella asked if any citizen wished to be heard

Jason O’Rourke (2 Carlton Avenue/Global Wrap) asked what the ordinance was all about and how
it affects his business

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to close the citizen’s hearing on Ordinance 2019-20:
Moved: Councilman Sorbera

Second: Councilman Stallone

Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion on the adoption of Ordinance 2019-20:

Moved: Councilman Sorbera

Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye
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Mayor Cassella submitted Ordinance 2019-21 for a 2™ reading and adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-21
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING §389-56 OF ARTICLE IX OF THE
LAND USE AND ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD,
RESPECTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING OVERLAY
ZONE C

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to open the citizen’s hearing on Ordinance 2019-21:
Moved: Councilman Stallone

Second: Councilman Sorbera

Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Cassella asked if any citizen wished to be heard — no response

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to close the citizen’s hearing on Ordinance 2019-21:
Moved: Councilman Sorbera

Second: Councilman Stallone

Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion on the adoption of Ordinance 2019-21:

Moved: Councilman Sorbera

Second: Councilman Stallone

Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Cassella submitted the following requests:

-Request for use of Sesselman Park on June 20, 2020 from 12pm — 6pm for a wedding ceremony.
A motion was made to table this until more information is obtained:

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Ravettine
Roll Call: All present voted aye

-Request from Blarney and Park Tavern to close a portion of Park Avenue on March 1, 2020 from
8am to 8pm for a St. Patrick’s Celebration. Approval was granted contingent that all the provisions
that were met last year remain the same such as bonds, rules, etc.:

Moved: Councilman Sorbera

Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye
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-Carlstadt/ER Competition Cheering donation request. A motion was made to donate the same as
last year:

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Sorbera
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Councilman Ravettine stated that the comp cheering sometimes has to rent other facilities that are

further away for their practices. He asked if Councilman Alvarez could check with the Board of
Education on the availability of the school gyms.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Board of Education/IT — Councilman Alvarez

Report given during work meeting

DPW/Recycling/Building & Grounds/Vehicle Maintenance — Councilman Ravettine

DPW did a great job with the snow

He asked the clerk to check for a possible type on the block and lot on Resolution #141

Attorney’s Report — Gerald Salerno

Report given during work meeting

Finance/Bldg. Dept — Councilman Sorbera

Submitted the following resolution for approval:

10| Page



RESOLUTION #139 - 2019

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following payments made by the Chief Financial Officer from
Capital One Bank during the month of November 2019 be ratified:

Wire Transfers to the Payroll and Payroll Deductions Accounts

Date Account Net Payroll Payroll Agency Total
11/07/19 | Current $260,765.80 $174,765.95 | $435,531.75
11/24/19 | Current 269,844.27 175,060.09 444,904.36
11/07/19 | P.W.U.C. 1,497.13 830.04 2,327.17
11/24/19 | P.W.U.C. 1,594.18 853.76 853.76

Total $533,701.38 $351,509.84 | $883,617.04

Other Payments
Date Account Check # Payee Amount
Total

Moved: Councilman Sorbera
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Submitted the monthly list of bills for approval pending the approval of all signed purchase orders:
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Moved: Councilman Sorbera
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Submitted the supplemental list of bills for approval:

Other Bill List Payments

December 15, 2019
Fund Check # Payee Amount
Developers Escrow 4820 James T. Novello, Esq. $1,526.25
Developers Escrow 4821 Aronshon, Weiner, Salerno & Kaufman 1,440.00
Developers Escrow 4822 Beckmeyer Engineering PC 11,791.25
Developers Escrow McNerney & Associates 12,500.00
TOTAL $27,257.50

Moved: Councilman Sorbera
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Submitted the following resolution for approval:
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RESOLUTION #143 -2019

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has reported to the Borough Council of the Borough of
East Rutherford that unforeseen demands have arisen requiring greater expenditures in certain

2019 budget accounts;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of East
Rutherford that the following transfer of 2019 budget accounts be approved.

FROM:
SALARIES & WAGES:
130-211 Police
OTHER EXPENSES:
116-111 Employee Group Insurance
TOTAL
T0:
SALARIES & WAGES:
130-216 Police Overtime
133-211 School Marshalls
206-511 Sr. Citizens
226-611 DPW Garbage & Trash Removal
251-713 Construction Code Official
251-714 Plumbing Sub Code Official
OTHER EXPENSES:
112-112 Buildings & Grounds
112-114 B&G-Contracted Services
276-815 Telephone & Internet

TOTAL

Moved: Councilman Sorbera
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Police/Court — Councilman Stallone

Submitted the monthly police report:

40,000.00

85.700.00
$125.700.00

40,000.00
6,000.00
5,000.00
6,000.00

29,800.00
3,900.00

10,000.00
10,000.00
15.000.00

$125.700.00
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To:
From:
CC:
Date:
Re:

Councilman Saverio Stallone ~ Commissioner of Police

Chief Dennis Rivelli # 115

12/17/2019

Monthly Report for November 2019

Total Charges: 7

2
1

Juvenil

Simple Assault
Strong Arm Robbery
Possession of a Weapon for Unlawful Purpose

Active Arrest Warrant

¢ Charges: 0

None to report.

Completed / Ongoing Investigations:

91  Motor Vehicle Accident Reports
1,162 Total Calls for Service

The East Rutherford Police Department continued our annual Active Shooter Training
at Henry P. Becton Regional High School, along with officers from Carlstadt Police
Department.

On December 10, 2019 our three new Class 1 Special Law Enforcement Officers
graduated from the Bergen County Law and Public Safety Institute. Congratulations
to SO Kevin Cronk, SO Alexis Harden and SO Gabrielle Ribadenyra.

On December 10, 2019 ERPD Officers responded along with the Bergen County
Regional SWAT Team to Jersey City to support and provide mutual aid to Jersey City
Police Department during the active shooter incident.

On December 16" and 17" 2019 ERPD Officers were along with the Bergen County
Regional SWAT Team provided coverage to Jersey City during the wake and funeral
of Jersey City Police Detective Joseph Seals who was shot and killed during the active
shooter incident.
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Total fines collected in November for the Municipal Court were $51,630.02 of which the borough’s
portion was $28,445.68.

Submitted the monthly towing report which is on file in the Clerk’s Office.
Made a motion to have the Clerk certify the next 8 names on the police officer list:
Moved: Councilman Stallone

Second: Councilman Sorbera
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Fire/Squad/Recreation — Councilman Cronk

For November the fire department responded to 113 incidents. The squad responded to 142 calls.

Engineer’s Report — Glenn Beckmeyer

Report given during work meeting

Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to open the citizen’s hearing:
Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Sorbera

Roll Call: All present voted aye

Evelyn Samtak and the Civic Pride thanked the Mayor for his service and presented him with a
gift.

John Zoller (Lincoln Place) said that the NJSEA squad is only on call from 7am to lam.
Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to close the citizen’s hearing:

Moved: Councilman Stallone

Second: Councilman Sorbera

Roll Call: All present voted aye

Councilman Ravettine made a motion to cancel the Sine Die Meeting on January 1
Moved: Councilman Ravettine

Second: Councilman Sorbera
Roll Call: All present voted aye
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Mayor Cassella asked for a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:15PM:

Moved: Councilman Sorbera
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye

N /
N N P /
\ QG‘\\\"D}:’\)Q\ i
Danielle Lorenc, RMC

X
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