Mé&C Regular Meeting
February 23, 2021

MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD
MAYOR & COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD ON
FEBRUARY 23, 2021
AT ONE EVERETT PLACE

REGULAR MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY MAYOR LAHULLIER
AT 6:06PM. FLAG SALUTE WAS HELD AND EVERYONE WAS ASKED TO
REMAIN STANDING FOR A MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR WILLIAM
PLETSCH, ROBERT PUHALA, ROSEANNE “COOKIE” BARNES,
CATHERINE MURPHY AND ER RESIDENT ANNA(COUNCILMAN
STALLONES COUSIN). THE FOLLOWING OPEN PUBLIC MEETING
STATEMENT WAS READ:

This meeting is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of East Rutherford
and is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law. This meeting was
transmitted to the two newspapers listed below on February 3, 2021, posted on the bulletin board
at the Municipal Building and has remained continuously posted as the required notices under
the Statute. In addition, a copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file
in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

The Herald News The Record
ROLL CALL:
Councilmember Present Absent
Stallone X
Ravettine X
Banca X
Cronk X
Alvarez X
Lorusso X

Also present were Borough Clerk Danielle Lorenc, Attorney Gerald Salerno and
Engineer Glenn Beckmeyer
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Mayor Lahullier submitted Ordinance 2020-01 for a second reading and adoption:
ORDINANCE NO. 2021 - 01

AN ORDINANCE SETTING THE SALARIES AND COMPENSATION FOR THE
BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT AND PROVIDING FOR
THE MANNER OF PAYMENT THEREOF FOR THE YEAR 2021.

BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
EAST RUTHERFORD, A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF NEW JERSEY., THAT THE
FOLLOWING BASE SALARIES ARE EFFECTIVE FROM JANUARY 1, 2021 THROUGH
DECEMBER 31, 2021.

Mayor Lahullier asked for a motion to open the citizens hearing on Ordinance 2021-01:

Moved: Councilman Lorusso
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Lahullier asked if any citizen wished to be heard on this ordinance — no response
Mayor Lahullier asked for a motion to close the citizens hearing on Ordinance 2021-01:

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Lorusso
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Lahullier asked for a motion on the adoption of Ordinance 2021-01:

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Alvarez
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Lahullier submitted the following ordinances for a first reading and introduction:

ORDINANCE 2021-02
TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO
ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

Moved: Councilman Alvarez
Second: Councilwoman Banca
Roll Call: All present voted aye
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ORDINANCE NO. 2021-03
AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 253 ENTITLED
"STORMWATER CONTROL"

Moved: Councilman Alvarez
Second: Councilman Cronk
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Lahullier read a request from the Wildcats Sideline Club for use of Riggin Field on May
15, 2021 for an end of the year awards ceremony for the Becton Wildcats Football:

Moved: Councilman Cronk
Second: Councilwoman Banca
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Lahullier asked that Resolution #42-2021 be removed from the consent agenda as there
was still some missing paperwork. They will come next month. He also introduced William
Curran who will be the new Tax Collector.

Mayor Lahullier asked for a motion to open the meeting to the public for any questions regarding
the consent agenda items only:

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Alvarez
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Lahullier asked if any citizen wished to be heard — no response

Mayor Lahullier asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public regarding the consent
agenda items:

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Cronk
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Lahullier then put forth the following Consent Agenda items and asked for their
approval:

Moved: Councilman Stallone

Second: Councilman Cronk

Roll Call: All present voted aye

*Councilman Alvarez abstained on the Regular January minutes as he was not in attendance

MINUTES: Approval of January 26, 2021 open and executive session minutes
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RESOLUTIONS: #38, #39, #40, #41, 43

RESOLUTION #38 -2021
APPOINTMENT OF CERTIFIED TAX COLLECTOR

Whereas, the Borough of East Rutherford received numerous applications for the advertised
position of Certified Tax Collector; and

Whereas, the best qualified candidates were interviewed on January 25, 2021; and

Whereas, William Curran fully meets all the requirements and certifications for the position of
Tax Collector as required by law; and

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of East Rutherford,
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows:

1. William Curran is hereby appointed Certified Tax Collector in the Borough of East
Rutherford

2. William Curran will fulfill the remaining term of Linda Broncano per N.J.S.A. 40A:9-
142 whose term expires on December 31, 2021.

3. A copy of this resolution shall be filed with the State of New Jersey, Division of Local
Government Services, Department of Community Affairs.
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the following payments made by the Chief Financial Officer
from Kearny Bank during the month of January 2021 be ratified:

Wire Transfers to the Payroll and Payroll Deductions Accounts

Date Account Net Payroll Payroll Agency Total
01/07/21 | Current $231,069.83 $169,913.43 $400,983.26
01/21/21 | Current 246,680.93 172,315.71 418.,996.64
01/28/21 | Current 108,855.85 31,880.85 140,736.70
01/07/21 | PW.U.C. 3,401.90 2,111.80 5,513.70
01/21/21 | PW.U.C. 3.318.02 2,073.76 5,391.78

Total $593,326.53 ]  $378,295.55

$971,622.08

Other Payments

Date Account | Check # | Payee Amount
01/11/21 | Current 44960 Daskin Insurance Agency $100,725.00
01/11/21 | Current 44961 Lowe’s 6,440.12
01/22/21 | Current 44962 Wex Bank 182.98
01/27/21 | Current 45012 Paychex 339.10

Total $107,687.20

RESOLUTION RE: Requesting the approval of the Director of Local

RESOLUTION #40 — 2021

Government Services to defer school taxes:

WHEREAS, the local district school tax levy for the 2020 - 2021 school year is
$ 17,144,615.00 and the regional high school tax levy was $6,622,609.00.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of East Rutherford does hereby request the consent
of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department of Community
Affairs to defer $8,572,308.00 and $3,311,305.00 not in excess of 50% of 2020-2021 levy.
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RESOLUTION #41 - 2021
REFUNDING AMOUNT OF REDUCTION DUE TO STATE COURT TAX APPEAL
DECISION

WHEREAS, the following property owner has appealed to the Tax Court of New Jersey
for a reduction in the Tax Assessment levied upon their property; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Court of New lJersey. by their judgment, has reduced the said
assessments levied upon the said property; and

WHEREAS, said judgment of reduction in the Tax Assessment has caused an
overpayment of taxes collected by the Borough of East Rutherford, relating to said properties;
and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that said payment of taxes be and the same
is hereby affirmed to the property owner in the following amount for the years noted pursuant to
N.JLS.A. 54:3-21 & 54:3-27.2.

NAME BLOCK-LOT PROP LOC. AMOUNT YEAR
Jacobus 73/1 351 van winkle st $26160.96 2019
Associates 7341 351 van winkle st $17624.29 2020
Michael A Hazen 73/6 242 park ave $5009.30 2018
73/6 242 park ave $8002.18 2019
73/6 242 Park ave $12360.11 2020
Robert Spiotti 93/5 120 Stanley St. $199.69 2019

GRAND TOTAL $69446.53
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RESOLUTION #43 2021
APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COUNSEL

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE
LAW OFFICES OF RICHARD M. BRASLOW AND LANE J. BIVIANO, ESQ. FOR LEGAL
SERVICES FOR THE BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD

WHEREAS, there exists a need for the retention of special counsel having an expertise in the
area of the provision of EMS services in the Borough; and
WHERFEAS, Richard M. Braslow and Lane J. Biviano are attorneys with substantial experience
in the area of counseling municipalities on the provision of EMS services and billing related thereto; and
WHEREAS, the Law Office of Richard M. Braslow and Lane J. Biviano has submitted a
Professional Services Agreement indicating that the Firm will provide the professional services at an hourly
rate in the amount of $225.00 per hour; and
WHEREAS, Richard M. Braslow and Lane J. Biviano have completed and submitted Business
Entity Disclosure Certifications for Non-Fair and Open Contract which certifies that they have not made any
reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of Fast Rutherford in the
previous one year and that the contract will prohibit them from making any reportable contributions through
the term of the contract or ifs extension to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of East
Rutherford ; and
WHEREAS, the availability of funds for said Professional Services Contract to be awarded
have been certified by the Borough CFO; and
WHERFEAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(a)(1)(1)) permits contracts
for professional services to be negotiated and awarded by the governing body without public advertising for
bids and requires that the resolution authorizing the award of a contract for professional services without
competitive bids and the contract itself be available for public inspection; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of East
Rutherford as follows:
1. That the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached
Agreement to Provide Legal Services pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A — 20.5 with Richard M. Braslow and
Lane J. Biviano for Professional Legal Services to be rendered to the Borough of East Rutherford in an
amount not to exceed $10,000.00, for specified services, plus reimbursable expenses, for a contract not to
exceed one year beginning February 25,2021.
2. That this Professional Services Agreement is awarded without competitive bidding in

accordance with NJSA 40 A: 11 - 5 (1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because said services to be
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rendered or performed require knowledge of an advanced type in a field of learning acquired by a prolonged
formal course of specialized instruction distinguished from general academic instruction or apprenticeship
and training.
3. That the Business Disclosure Entity Certification, and the Political Contribution Disclosure

Form be placed on file with the Resolution.

REQUESTS:
2021 Entertainment License Application from Railroad Café

LIST OF BILLS: Attached
SUPPLEMENTAL LIST OF BILLS:

Other Bill List Payments

February 23, 2021
Fund Cheek # Payee Amount
Developers Escrow 1015 James T. Novello, Esq. $618.75
Developers Escrow 1016 Beckmeyer Engineering, PC 4,891.25
TOTAL $5,510.00
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Mé&C Regular Meeting
February 23, 2021

Mayor Lahullier asked for a motion to open the citizen’s hearing:
Moved: Councilman Stallone

Second: Councilman Lorusso

Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Lahullier asked if any citizen wished to be heard — no response
Mayor Lahullier asked for a motion to close the citizen’s hearing:
Moved: Councilman Stallone

Second: Councilman Lorusso
Roll Call: All present voted aye

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mavor’s Report — Mavor Lahullier

Norfolk Southern has abandoned the railbed. This is good news for rails to trails

Requested an Executive Session for property acquisition and litigation

The borough will be returning the $53,000 that was awarded from Community Development as
the project costs were too high. Open Space applications are also due soon — he would like the

borough to come up with a project.

Submitted the name of Debbie Zoller to be moved from alternate to a regular member of the
Zoning Board:

Moved: Councilman Stallone

Second: Councilman Lorusso
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Police/Court — Councilman Stallone

Submitted the following monthly Police Report:

Re:  Monthly Report for January 2021

Total Charges: 22

1 Stalking

1 Resisting Arrest with Violence
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M&C Regular Meeting
February 23, 2021

Aggravated Assault

Harassment — Alarming Conduct

Theft — Shoplifting

Theft of Credit Card

Controlled Dangerous Substance Arrests
Possession of Fraudulent Identification
Knowingly Exhibit Fraudulent Identification

Driving While Intoxicated

Juvenile Charoes:

Nothing to report.

Completed / Onooing Investigations:

2

£

L

86  Motor Vehicle Accident Reports
1,127 Total Calls for Service

On January 20" attended a pre-opening walk through of the Bergen County COVID-
19 Vaccine Mega Site along with local, county and state officials. Mega Site
operation is fluid and contingent on the number of vaccine doses received from the
state.

Between 3:00 PM January 31% and 10:30 AM February 3%, officers responded to a
total of 103 calls for service.

< This included several disputes over debris left in the street “saving” parking
spots and complaints of snow being thrown back out into the street. 35 Tratffic
Hazard or Disabled Vehicles, 7 Parking Enforcement resulting in the towing
of approximately 24 vehicles, 10 Motor Vehicle Crashes, 6 Medical
Assistance including two where officers and EMS personnel had to practically
dig a path to the location, 4 Fire Calls including a burning transformer, 2
broken water mains and 1 Domestic Violence.

During the height of the storm, at times in white out conditions, our officers
responded and represented themselves, this department and the Borough of East
Rutherford with professionalism and pride.
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M&C Regular Meeting
February 23, 2021

Read the monthly Court report for January, 2021 in which total fines collected were $21,863.64 of
which the borough’s portion was $11,509.62

Great job to the police, fire, EMS and DPW during the snow storm

Received a number of complaints regarding the enforcement of alternate side parking. He would
like to null and void the tickets that were issued last Tuesday, February 16, 2021:

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Cronk
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Submitted the following resolution for approval:

RESOLUTION #44 - 2021
SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS CLASS 1l

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of East Rutherford is interested in
appointing Special Law Enforcement Otficers Class II; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body hereby recommends the appointment of the following
individuals as Special Law Enforcement Officers Class 1I for the East Rutherford Police
Department pending successful completion of the SLEO II Class that commences on February
23,2021; and

Gabrielle Ribadeneyra
Kevin Cronk
Joseph Yannacone

WHEREAS, the above individuals have successfully passed the psychological examination and
background check by the East Rutherford Police Department; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the above named are hereby appointed as Special
Law Enforcement Officers Class II in the Borough of East Rutherford at an hourly rate as
established in the current salary ordinance.

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second: Councilman Alvarez
Roll Call: All present voted aye

*Councilman Cronk abstained on the name of Kevin Cronk

Requested an Executive Session for personnel
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M&C Regular Meeting
February 23, 2021

Fire/Sauad/Recreation — Councilman Cronk

Babe Ruth is requesting use of Riggin Field with the lights. Further details will be given as it
gets closer

The Transplant Games have been cancelled this year and will not be using Riggin Field
Requesting an Executive Session for personnel

EMS had 99 calls for January and the Fire Department had 22

Has been able to get COVID appointments for all the seniors he had on his list so far. He

received one new name today.

DPW/Recycling/Blde & Grounds — Councilman Lorusso

Submitted the following requisitions for approval:
VanDine Motors $5.628.70
Moved: Councilman Lorusso
Second: Councilman Alvarez
Roll Call: All present voted aye
ECC maintenance contract for one year on borough buildings
Moved: Councilman Lorusso
Second: Councilman Alvarez
Roll Call: All present voted aye
Environmental Climate Control $5.300.00
Moved: Councilman Lorusso
Second: Councilman Alvarez

Roll Call: All present voted aye

Requested an Executive Session for personnel

Finance/Blde Dept/Civic Affairs/Library — Councilman Lorusso

Budget will be introduced in April

Civic Pride will be holding a meeting in March/April with the borough departments to begin
discussion on the Fall Festival

12}lPage



M&C Regular Meeting
February 23, 2021

Engineer’s Report — Glenn Beckmever

Reviewed the plans for the traffic light at the intersection of Hackensack/Union. Working with
Attorney Salerno on sending a letter with recommendations to the County.

Discussed various changes to the stormwater ordinance that were required

Contract for the Borough Hall front step project is out for signature

Councilman Cronk submitted a requisition from Palisade Sales in the amount of $3,705.00 to
upgrade equipment at Grove Street and Carlton Avenue firehouses so they can offer training:
Moved: Councilman Cronk

Second: Councilman Stallone

Roll Call: All present voted aye

Councilman Stallone submitted the following promotions for approval — both are needed
contractually:

Sgt. Ryan Micci to Lieutenant
Patrolman Jason Smith to Sergeant

Moved: Councilman Stallone

Second: Councilman Cronk
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Personnel/IT/Regional Roard of Education — Councilman Alvarez

No report for Board of Education at this time
Technology is moving along

Thanked police, fire, DPW and EMS for all their efforts during the snowstorm

Personnel/ER Board of Education/Access for All — Councilwoman Banca

No report however she stated that letters will be going out regarding the military banner
program. She showed a sample of the banners which will be ready for Memorial Day
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M&C Regular Meeting
February 23, 2021

Attornev’s Report — Gerald Salerno

Working with Engineer Beckmeyer on the Stormwater Management ordinance updates that are
needed

Requested an Executive Session for litigation and personnel

Mayor Lahullier asked for a motion to adjourn into Executive Session at 6:54PM:
CXECUTIVE SESSION RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the “Open Public Meetings Act” requires that a public body adopt a resolution at
an open meeting before going into Closed Session to discuss a matter which excludes the public
as permitted under Section 7b;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council will hold a closed
meeting at 6:54 p.m. on Tuesday, February 23, 2021 in Borough Hall to discuss the following
matters:

1. Personnel

2. Contract Negotiations

-

3. Litigation

WHEREAS, minutes will be kept and once the matter involving the confidentiality of the above
no longer requires that confidentiality, then the minutes can be made public.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of East
Rutherford that the public be excluded from this portion of the meeting.

Moved: Councilman Stallone
Second; Councilman Lorusso
Roll Call: All present voted aye

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Lahullier asked for a motion to adjourn the Executive Session and reopen the Regular
Meeting at 8:46PM:

Moved: Councilman Stallone

Second: Councilman Cronk
Roll Call: All present voted aye
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M&C Regular Meeting
February 23, 2021

A motion was made to make the following DPW part timers into full time laborers:

Darius Seda
Frank Grabowski
Michael Roberts

Moved: Councilman Alvarez
Second: Councilman Stallone
Roll Call: All present voted aye

A motion was made to make Alexis Harden the DPW Secretary under the current DPW contract
agreement subject to the execution of an agreement:

Moved: Councilman Alvarez
Second: Councilman Cronk
Roll Call: All present voted aye

Mayor Lahullier asked for a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:47PM:
Moved: Councilman Stallone

Second: Councilman Cronk
Roll Call: All present voted aye
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Danielle Lorenc, RMC



